MY PROGRESS IN 2020
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| started learning English two years ago because | began to travel
outside my village. This was in order to continue my education
and to get to know the world around me. | was meeting new
people who spoke English, so it was important for me to learn it
to be able to communicate with them. At the start, it was very
difficult to speak English to people who didn't know Hindi. |
wasn't able to explain, and others were not able to understand.

The English sessions were taken by Sushil bhaiya, one of the
facilitators at Prakriti school. | wrote about the activities that | did
each day and, together with Sushil, | used to correct the mistakes
that | made in my writing. Sometimes, | used to write about my
day and sometimes on different topics such as - my first day at
Prakriti and so on. | kept on writing about different activities.

We also used to read stories and discuss them. Sushil set tests
once a week and | gave my best. Even the first draft of a Folk Tale
of Janwaar was written in Sushil's session. Folk Tale, a story |
wrote about the lake and the temple that we have in Janwaar,
was written by me in Sushil”s English session. We also worked on
pronunciation. We had a good time while learning English. The
way he used to tell stories was amazing. He used new words in
the stories, and his actions were fun.

| also had online sessions with Rina didi. She lives in Canada.
Brajendra and | took sessions with Rina together. We learned
basics, such as names of animals, things, etc. and out of names
Brajendra and | made sentences. The basics helped me to move
forward.

| also had sessions with Nicola, she is from the UK and she has
been helping Janwaar kids for many years. The sessions are still
going on. | learn a lot of new things and enjoy learning.

| make mistakes and | learn from them, which is really good, | feel.
| will keep on learning to reach a good level where anyone in the
world can understand me. | am and | will work hard for it. | know
that | will make more mistakes, but | will learn from them. | have a
long way to go!
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In 2020 | learned a lot about
computers/software and the
Internet. | was introduced to
IMacs and Arduino.

All my school sessions are online.
| work with people from US,
China. UK and Germany.

That is fun!

I've started to interact with our
donors and helped to manage a
crowdfunding campaign.

And only recently | learned a loot
from the Chinese frontrunners on
maker and hacker spacer. | am
now working on robotics and |
coded a remote control.

And soon we will se

1A% t up our maker space
el at the Villa Janwaar.
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Whatever | learn about
computers and software |
will pass on to the kids in

Janwaar. | can’t wait to
have the computers and

the robotic stuff in
Janwaar. | know when |
introduce the kids to all
these thing | will learn
more about it as well. It is a
win-win-situation.
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Together with Asha and Arun | created a
theatre performance. We wrote dialogues and
practiced with our younger kids the play. The
goal of the play was to spread awareness
about COVID19 among our parents and other
villagers and to convince them to take
precautions. We’e never seen the kids
teaching parents — it was awesome to watch!
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MY FIRST SHORT STORY - A FOLK TALE OF JANWAAR

When you turn off the main
Panna-Satna road and drive
down to Janwaar you will see a
lake at the left hand side. My

father and grandfather have told
me the story about this lake
which | always wanted to write
down. So | did.

A
Folk Tale

1951

Text by Anil Kumar

Mustrations by Karen Boyhen

The structure of these lakesis made out of large and
verv heavy stones. It's truly massive. It must have
talen more than three or four vears to build iz. The
villagers keep saying that thousands of vears ago
these large stones were less heavy rthan they are taday.

Ido not know why, but thisis whar they say

Bacls then the lake in Janwaar locked different than
todav. It was surrounded by a huge jungle and there
was a garden of guava trees. Janwaar was famous
[ar ils very big and sweel guzvas. In the jungle there
were all kinds of snimals - bears, deers, snakes,
etc. and once in a while they came into the vilage.

The animals came to the lake at night te drink water.

Ore day there was a Bundela royal marriage.

A princess, the bride, came with her prince, the
groom Lo Junwaar, The prince was wearing ashining
Sarewani, a traditional Indian dress that a groom
wears for his wedding. He was wearing a crown

and shoes - both in golden colour.
The princess was wearing 2 long red Lehenga, a typical
wedding dress for an Indian. It had a beaut:ful floral

design. She was also wearing some gald jewelry. The
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R The more people
find work in the village,

the less have to migrate.

So |, as a member of the

Barefoot Skateboarders

started to find people in the
village who have a deep passion.
Asharam is one of them. He plays
a The flute very well. | always listened
to him. So | thought he could teach the

little children how to play the flute as part of
Asha’s school initiative. He agreed and only
recently he had his first session at the Villa
Janwaar. He will continue to give session and we
will pay him . This makes all of us happy!
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4§ At the end of my sessions | have
¥ feedback loops with my mentors.
And in the evening | reflect on my
entire day and write an evaluation
of all things I've done during the
day. This helps me to stay focussed
and see where things go wrong. |
discuss my evaluations with my
mentors. It took me a while to
fully understand the importance of
such reflections.
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