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MY PROGRESS IN 2020



I AM ANIL KUMAR. 15 YEARS OLD. SKATEBOARDER. HOMESCHOOLER.



I HAVE A PASSION FOR LEARNING.



ENGLISH HAS BECOME MY SECOND LANGUAGE
I started learning English two years ago because I began to travel 
outside my village. This was in order to continue my education 
and to get to know the world around me. I was meeting new 
people who spoke English, so it was important for me to learn it 
to be able to communicate with them. At the start, it was very 
difficult to speak English to people who didn't know Hindi. I 
wasn't able to explain, and others were not able to understand.  

The English sessions were taken by Sushil bhaiya, one of the 
facilitators at Prakriti school. I wrote about the activities that I did 
each day and, together with Sushil, I used to correct the mistakes 
that I made in my writing. Sometimes, I used to write about my 
day and sometimes on different topics such as - my first day at 
Prakriti and so on. I kept on writing about different activities.  

We also used to read stories and discuss them. Sushil set tests 
once a week and I gave my best. Even the first draft of a Folk Tale 
of Janwaar was written in Sushil's session. Folk Tale, a story I 
wrote about the lake and the temple that we have in Janwaar, 
was written by me in Sushil”s English session. We also worked on 
pronunciation. We had a good time while learning English. The 
way he used to tell stories was amazing. He used new words in 
the stories, and his actions were fun.    

I also had online sessions with Rina didi. She lives in Canada. 
Brajendra and I took sessions with Rina together.  We learned 
basics, such as names of animals, things, etc. and out of names 
Brajendra and I made sentences. The basics helped me to move 
forward. 

I also had sessions with Nicola, she is from the UK and she has 
been helping Janwaar kids for  many years. The sessions are still 
going on. I learn a lot of new things and enjoy learning.  

I make mistakes and I learn from them, which is really good, I feel. 
I will keep on learning to reach a good level where anyone in the 
world can understand me. I am and I will work hard for it. I know 
that I will make more mistakes, but I will learn from them. I have a 
long way to go!  



I OVERCAME MY FEAR OF PUBLIC SPEAKING.

In January 2020 I attended a 5-days workshop 
hosted by the MIT and Havard University. I travelled 
all alone from Delhi to Mumbai. I was working with 

these highly educated students on the topic of Open 
Spaces. In the workshop discussions I realised that I 

was actually the one, they (= the other attendees) 
were designing their solutions for.  I was the kid from 

the rural area they wanted to help. This made me 
overcome my fear and I told them about our real 
problems in the village. It was a great interaction.  



I MOVED FROM ANALOG TO DIGITAL … 
In 2020 I learned a lot about 
computers/software and the 
Internet. I was introduced to 

iMacs and Arduino.  
All my school sessions are online. 

I work with people from US, 
China. UK and Germany.  

That is fun! 
I’ve started to interact with our 

donors and helped to manage a 
crowdfunding campaign.  

And only recently I learned a loot 
from the Chinese frontrunners on 

maker and hacker spacer. I am 
now working on robotics and I 

coded a remote control.  
And soon we will se 

t up  our maker space 
 at the Villa Janwaar. 



… BUT MY SKATEBOARDING SHOES, I STILL HANDLE ANALOG  :-)



I PASS ON MY LEARNING TO THE OTHER KIDS IN THE VILLAGE.

Whatever I learn about 
computers and software I 
will pass on to the kids in 

Janwaar. I can’t wait to 
have the computers and 

the robotic stuff in 
Janwaar. I know when I 
introduce the kids to all 
these thing I will learn 

more about it as well. It is a 
win-win-situation. 



REVERSE MENTORING – PARENTS ARE LEARNING FROM THE KIDS

Together with Asha and Arun I created a 
theatre performance. We wrote dialogues and 
practiced with our younger kids the play. The 

goal of the play was to spread awareness 
about COVID19 among our parents and other 

villagers and to convince them to take 
precautions. We’e never seen the kids 

teaching parents – it was awesome to watch!



MY FIRST SHORT STORY - A FOLK TALE OF JANWAAR

When you turn off the main 
Panna-Satna road and drive 

down to Janwaar you will see a 
lake at the left hand side. My 

father and grandfather have told 
me the story about this lake 

which I always wanted to write 
down. So I did.



TALKING IS NOT ENOUGH – I NEED TO ACT ! 

In my online session I became 
aware of the migrant workers and 
their desperate situation during 
this pandemic. I was shocked. I 
had a flash of inspiration and I 
decided to write a letter to PM 
Modi. Maybe he will read my 
letter, the letter of a young 

villager whose uncle was part of 
this migration disaster.



The more people 
find work in the village,  

the less have to migrate.  
So I, as a member of the 
 Barefoot Skateboarders  

started to find people in the  
village who have a deep  passion.  
Asharam is one of them. He plays  

The flute very well. I always listened 
to him. So I thought he could teach the   

little children how to play the flute as part of  
Asha’s school initiative. He agreed and only 
recently he had his first session at the Villa 

Janwaar. He will continue to give session and we 
will pay him . This makes all of us happy!    

I AM ACTIVELY CREATING JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR VILLAGERS 



SOLUTIONS TO MAKE OUR VILLAGE A BETTER PLACE.



I STRUCTURE MY DAILY LEARNING ACTIVITIES.



AND I REFLECT ON MY ACTIONS. I LEARN FROM MY MISTAKES.

At the end of my sessions I have  
feedback loops with my mentors.  
And in the evening I reflect on my 
entire day and write an evaluation  
of all things I’ve done during the 

day. This helps me to stay focussed 
and see where things go wrong. I 
discuss my evaluations with my 
mentors. It took me a while to  

fully understand the importance of 
such reflections. 



THIS WAY I GET THINGS DONE. AND HAVE MORE FREE TIME.



2020 WAS A GREAT YEAR FOR ME.  
THANK YOU!


